
MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL BUDGET MEETING OF THE WOODRIDGE LAKE SEWER DISTRICT HELD TUESDAY, 

MAY 12, 2020 AT 3:00PM HELD REMOTELY THROUGH ZOOM VIDEO CONFERENCING 

CALL TO ORDER: Raymond A. Turri, President of the Board of Directors of the Woodridge Lake Sewer District 

called the meeting to order at 3:00PM. 

ATTENDANCE: Because of the Executive Order 7I (EO) stated below, the Board sent out the proposed budget 

and letter to the taxpayers stating the requirements of this year’s budget and new budget process. The 

invitation to attend the budget meeting via zoom was stated in this mailing. 

Board members serving at this meeting were Raymond Turri, James Mersfelder, Alfred Shull, Richard Reis and 

Jeff Clark, also attending were Plant Superintendent Mark Theriault and Tax Collector/Clerk Laurie Mosley.   

Raymond Turri wanted to make a statement reminding all that our Governor had issued Executive Order 7I 

which stated the following: 

Suspension of In-Person Budget Adoption Requirements for Municipalities. Notwithstanding any contrary 

provision of the Connecticut General Statutes, including Title 7, or any special act, municipal charter or 

ordinance that conflicts with this order, the legislative body of a municipality or, in a municipality where the 

legislative body is a town meeting, the board of selectmen, shall authorize the budget-making authority within 

said municipality to adopt a budget for the July 1, 2020 — June 30, 2021 fiscal year and to set a mill rate 

sufficient, in addition to the other estimated yearly income of such town and in addition to such revenue 

surplus, if any, as may be appropriated, not only to pay the expenses of the municipality for said fiscal year, 

but also to absorb the revenue deficit of such town, if any, at the beginning of said fiscal year without holding 

votes required by charter or without complying with any in-person budget adoption requirements, including 

but not limited to, annual town meetings requiring votes, referendum, and special town meetings. In so acting, 

the budget-making authority of the municipality shall comply with public meeting requirements consistent 

with requirements set forth in Executive Order 7B and shall thereby take all reasonable steps to publicize the 

draft municipal budget for said fiscal year and to receive public comment thereon, including but not limited to 

publishing draft budgets on the website and providing an email address or other means for the public to 

submit timely comments on the proposed budget. 

Allowance of Suspension of In-Person Voting Requirements for Critical and Time Sensitive Municipal Fiscal 

Deadlines. Notwithstanding any contrary provision of the Connecticut General Statutes, including Title 7, or 

any special act, municipal charter, ordinance or resolution that conflicts with this order, the legislative body of 

a municipality, or in a municipality where the legislative body is a town meeting other than a representative 

town meeting, the board of selectmen, and the budget-making authority of said municipality if different from 

the legislative body or board of selectmen, by majority vote of each such body, as applicable, may authorize (i) 

any supplemental, additional or special appropriations under Section 7-348 of the Connecticut General 

Statutes or comparable provisions of any special act, municipal charter or ordinance, (ii) any tax anticipation 

notes to be issued under Section 7-405a of the Connecticut General Statutes or comparable provisions of any 

special act, municipal charter or ordinance, or (iii) municipal general obligation bonds or notes to be issued in 

anticipation of such bonds to be issued pursuant to Chapter 109 of the Connecticut General Statutes for capital 

improvement purposes, without complying with any requirements for in-person approval by electors or 

taxpayers, including but not limited to, annual or special town meetings requiring votes or referenda. 

Notwithstanding the foregoing, if the legislative body and budget-making authority, if they are separate 

entities, are taking any action specified in (ii) or (iii) above, or any action under CO above, which involves an 



appropriation in an amount in excess of 1% of the current year's total municipal budget without complying 

with any in-person approval requirements normally required by statute, special act, municipal charter, 

ordinance or resolution, such body(ies) shall make specific findings that such actions are necessary to permit 

the orderly operation of the municipality and that there is a need to act immediately and during the duration 

of the public health and civil preparedness emergency in order to avoid endangering public health and welfare, 

prevent significant financial loss, or that action is otherwise necessary for the protection of persons and 

property within the municipality. In so acting, the legislative body and, if different from the legislative body, 

the budget-making authority of the municipality, shall comply with open meeting requirements set forth in 

Executive Order No. 7B. All conditions precedent to any such approval, including without limitation, public 

notices, hearings or presentations, shall proceed in a manner as closely consistent with the applicable statutes, 

special acts, town charters, municipal ordinances, resolutions or procedures as possible, and in compliance 

with the open meeting provisions set forth in Executive Order 7B. Nothing in this order shall be construed to 

prohibit a municipality from conducting any in-person meeting, approval process, or referendum, provided 

such municipality first consults with local or state public health officials and conducts such meeting, approval 

process, or referendum in a way that significantly reduces the risk of transmission of COVID-19. 

In the letter, the Board asked for feedback on the budget via email.  Raymond asked Laurie Mosley if any had 

been received, none had been received.  No WLSD tax payers other than the Board were in attendance at this 

meeting. 

Item #1 on the Agenda – The adopting of the Annual Budget for the fiscal year to run from July 1, 2020 to June 

30, 2021: Presented for adoption was the proposed operating budget of $1,295,918. The said budget is filed 

with these minutes.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by Jeff Clark to adopt the proposed operating budget of 

$1,295,918 for fiscal year July 1, 2020 June 30, 2021. There was no discussion.  THE MOTION CARRIED.  

Item #2: The laying of the tax rate of $1,234,718 to be collected in taxes for Fiscal Year 2020/2021.  

A MOTION WAS MADE by Alfred Shull seconded by Richard Reis to lay the tax rate of $1,234,718 to be 

collected in taxes for Fiscal Year July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021. No discussion.   THE MOTION CARRIED.  

Item #3: The fixing of the tax rate of 4.7 mils for said fiscal year July 1, 2020 through June 30, 2021 based on 

the October 1, 2019 Grand List of the Woodridge Lake Sewer District.  

A MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by Jeff Clark to set a tax rate of 4.7 Mils for fiscal year July 1, 

2019 through June 30, 2020 based on the October 1, 2019 Grand List for the Woodridge Lake Sewer District. 

No discussion, THE MOTION CARRIED.  

Item 4#: To approve a resolution to provide for the re-appropriation of previously approved capital funding for 

the completion of the planned projects and engineering for the final long term solution to the disposal of the 

Woodridge Lake Sewer District wastewater. That number is $2,080,560. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by Alfred Shull to approve a resolution to provide for the re-

appropriation of previously approved capital funding for the completion of the planned projects and 

engineering for the final long term solution to the disposal of the Woodridge Lake Sewer District wastewater. 

No discussion THE MOTION CARRIED.

Item #5: To consider a resolution providing for the District and or Authority for interim borrowing in 

anticipation of taxes.  



MOTION WAS MADE BY Richard Reis seconded by James Mersfelder to approve a resolution providing the 

District and or Authority interim borrowing in anticipation of taxes. No discussion, THE MOTION CARRIED. 

Item #6: Other business. President Raymond Turri asked if there was any other business to come before the 

Board. There was no other business brought before the Board. 

MOTION WAS MADE BY Jeff Clark, seconded by James Mersfelder to adjourn the meeting at 3:05PM.  No 

discussion, THE MOTION CARRIED.

Respectfully submitted, 

Laurie Mosley, Recording Clerk 

Alfred Shull, Clerk 




